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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, N
Washington D, C. 12

Dear Sir, o A F L tesl v

I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil-
trated with foreign agents, aud there is a very good chance this could be of extreme
importance for the defense of our nation.

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in ths
neighborhood where Mr. Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told ae
of Mr. Tesla's notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his
equipment. It would be a Wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and
could be found.

Mr. Teala was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marceni, who received the credit, and
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math
to keep up with his work.

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the world and
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently
disliked and didnot receive aclknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes
read by this man told of the radic transmission of electricity being brought to a
high degree of effiency. -

Now here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926=27, I made a
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that nime
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tais
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a verticil
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass
as it would shatter or lose it's monecular cochesion. It was refused.

There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What i
- B
a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-11% REC’3 VAV PEE

I have had some results along this line with structured vortices of mag-
netic fields, but do not nave the technic,l equipment or Jmowledge to carry out
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals With partftte=accelerat-
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. . v

rely
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Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest

I which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice
\ m; the FBI did not participate In the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong-
lngg.'ﬂn a—:?ﬂiﬁon. this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of
uxe:’ edera.; .(_iovernment and matters such as you mentioned do not
cor:e wlthln‘the scope of this Bureau's an:horlt'y.
' Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

1 P— e 2
? MAHED g A {
John Edgar Hoover
Z JUL 151970 Director
)}_1"" COMM-FBI -
=" NOTE" no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237

Tolson
CeLocch
Walters.

reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and,

at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were

believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized

hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department
_appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used *
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NABNASSET, MASS
01861
6 DECEMBER 1971

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.
Dear S8ir:

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all
matters pertaining to lil.kolp'rosln. In so doing I was smaged to find
that upon his death; Jamuary 7, 1943, in NYC, your bureau confined
his papers. May I ask if you still "have them in jail"s I am extremely
interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "regla’

1ibrary, Your assistance would be greatly appreciateds

Very truly yours,

NABNASSET, MASS

L1C

01861 Jig-2227- -",10
1
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Your letter of December 6th has beea received.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
pr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the bepartment of Justice and
not by the FBI. We dié not participate in the handling
of br. Tesla's belongings in any way. Coples of your
gommunication and my reply have been referred to the
_bepartment of Justice.

Sincerely yours,

J, Edgar Hoover
..)\’ John Edgar Hoover ' ‘I/‘(‘; 5
I Director ,o\ -

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla.
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal
Gel}ius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro-
I.Jrlated his property. Above reply previously given to same
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant
Attorney, Civil Division, of the Department.
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Federal Bureau Of Investigatlon
Ninth Stre=t and Pennsylvania
Northeast Washington D, C. 20535

Dear Sirs,

Upon rea ding a biography on Nikolg:%esla, I found the urge to
read more cn him and his works. At the end of the book it was
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gatheréd up his
papers and locked them in a2 vault., The thing I would like to
know is the real reason they were locked up and if it would be
possible to see some of these records and any other works of

his.

I can think of only one possible reason as to cause of his
records being locked up ani that is because he was too far
advanced for his time. This s-ems to be the only logical
solution, but, with technolo:y much more advanced now than in
his time it would seem likely that sclentists take over where
he left off.

Please let me know If 1 can look at the records and if you can
please answer MY question of the real reason his records were

locked up.

2 You

bTC
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Corpusg sti, Texas 78415
I &
Your letter was received un October 26th.

In response to your inguiry, the effects of Dr. Hikola
Tesla were impounded, after his decath, by the Office of Allen
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings,
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward-
ing a copy of your communication and of this reply to the
Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,

L. Patrick Gray IIL

L. Patrick Gray, III
Acting Director

.

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles, Bufile 100-2237
reflects thatt Or. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the tifwe of'hik death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into
\mauth&'ﬁizﬁd hands. “The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. 0'Neil,
— alleges tﬁat?t}gg EBI took over a certain safe and opened it,

comd . appropriating h:.é- pj:gperty. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was

- the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of
jetter referred to Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of
the Department. "
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April 11, 1973
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Your letter was recelved on April 9th.

" In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBL. Since we did not
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to
furnish the information you desire, A copy of your communication and
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,
SRR B

L. Patrick Gray, III
Acting Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. -(anile 100-2237 reflects
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the
country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal
Genius, " by John J, O'Neill, alleged that the FBI tock over a certain safe and
opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, angd the above reply

w.cawwn i forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of J:etge} Teferred to the
s Clelnd —  Agsistant Attorney General, Civil Division gf the Department.)
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June 2C, 1973
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Devartment of Justice
Washinzton, D. C.

Gentleren:

I would like to !movaf any microfilm or other
recroductions of jlikola Tesla's notes and papers exist at
vour office. Tesla was a famous sclentist who dled in
liew York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigatlion entered
his safe shortly after this to remove his papers for
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers
were offered to any group that would start a museum to
house them. HNo one accepted and the papers were finally
sent to the Tesla lMuseum in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, sometime
in the early 1950's, possibly just before 1954. Tesla was
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase system, as
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major
vloneer in the early days of radio and discovered many
of the earlr grinciples of radar. He declined nonination
of a Nobel Prize. He was a naturalijed cltizen of America
and sald he valued his citizenship papers above all his
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were
sent to another nation.

I would like to exacine some of his papers from 1899 and .
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only A
seen a condesrsed copy of his research from Colorado
Sprinzs, but am unable to obtain coples. The principles >
and egulpment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still U;
useful in my research. °

I would greatly appreclate help in this matter.

REC2 = Ze B O o

b1C

7 JUN 291072
P.S. Tesla dled in January of 1943 and shortly after &hds —

the papers were removed from his safe. The original
cosles of these papers were sent abroad drior to 1954, as
I believs 1t was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the
Tecla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute).
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Your letter was received on June 25th.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and
not by the FEI. Since we did not participate in the .
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to fur{xzsl:
the information you desire. 2 copy of your communication

and of this reply have been referred to the Department
of Justice.

Sincerely yours,
William D. Ruckelshaus

William D. Ruckelshaus .
Acting Director

Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated

-15-66 in reply to his inquiry regarding the Ajr Force's

roject Blue Book and Urosaghtings.ymufije 100-2237 reflects

hat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and

at the time of his death, all of his bPersonal papers and effects
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell
into unauthorized hands. fThe book, "Prodigal Genius," by

=T John J, O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took ove

Wu-—  and opened dity appropriating his Property. Bufiles clearly

m_— indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the

" —  Department that digd S0, and the above Teply is forwarded in

mi_—  answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to the

£ Assista&t) Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department. )
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Brar Semtor Packwcod,
Though in Alaul.a temporari conzider mysell’
a:r Onggon resident, hence

esla. T’*—nffﬂ-ssor Tesla emnis
5 &nd did soms of his most or:
n his younger days he was often called ¢ Tad sao
xtensively when he came o the US, Mos' of the
antranslatad Cuech. Tesla was HOVSVer, an ciben
sirange thai upen his
anueared. ipon discuss
1trs were confiscated t
#ni electiricity can in
tioover in his zeal, b
3o seience, Thers is u\ucat,‘
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Hedisenherg, et

ical approach
Wwork conceraed
ica al approacihes

I was wondering if your office mizhi be zhle 4o determine if these papers are
51111 extant, and if so, see to it that the public hac accesz to themy Tt would
te a shama o see all of Nicolai Tesles work to have besn in vain,

2se axcuse my typirg: in all the thousands of wurds I typed trying to get 2
liberal education, I never did master the 1 ypevriters

b7,
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United States Senate
Wzshington, D. C. 20510 DATE s

pear Senator Packwodd:

This 12/ to acknowledge receipt of your communication
dated . nc ng a letter from your constituent,
Mr] who is temporarily employed in Alaska.

Lﬂt. In response to ﬁ*&nq\alq, central files
& iarz1 Sureau of Investigatlon {ndicate that the

oI the Fed

efrfects of Ir. 3ikole Tesla were inpounded after his death
py the nffice of alien Property of the Department of Justice
and not by the FuI. since we did not participate in the
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish

the inforpation you desire.

f am returning your enclogure as you requested.
gincerely yours,

WilliewD- FuckelsheS

i william D. Ruckelshaus
Acting Director

Enclosure

1 - portland - En losures (2)
1 - Congressiona Services Office - Enclosures (2)

i cordial correspondence with Senator jg_(c,
is not identifiable in Bufiles
Bl cc1a was a world-famous
. and at the time of his death, all of his
4 effects were believed dangerous to the countr
ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "prodid
Genius," by\ Jo J. 0'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over & ce
op ‘ned it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl:
};_h_z(t‘ §t was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar’
5} G/3dnd the above reply is forwarded in .\answer to €
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Your letter was received on July lﬁtﬁ. In
response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien
property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI.
Since we aid sat parti&ipat:"in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you
desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have

been referred to the Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,
C. M. Kelley

1373 |
1
i

Clarence M. Kelley
Director
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
appropriating hif property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was
the Office of Alfien Property of the Department which did so, and
the above x y|is forwarded in answer to related ingquiries. Copy
of letter fefg¢k¥ed to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division
=
V]
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Clarence M, Kelley-

Director .
- Federal Bureau of Invesciga\:ion

Washingten D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Kelley,

of the agents invelved weuld ba appreci.ated. As te what happaned

ta any other effects of his. that 15 proiga.blm question mere ably Q
REC J— 2237 2

answered by the 0.A.P., yet Af Bureau ~agents participated-encl,.f .——-

they may have done so on other occasiens. If the personszwhegdid 1973

epen the safe were NOT FBI apents, then we are faced with-the fact—.

:hat persons aparently pesed as Bureau operatives, an even more

o 1nterest1ng situation. Pebhaps this whets your own curiesity ab u7€
geh #-3-73 CORRESFODENCE
2 u{,/}m_ i i
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Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property.

I realize there have been some written accounts
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso-
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved.

Sincerely yours,

L. M. Kellay,

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects

of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of

Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions !
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmucl
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the

Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter.

A
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June 9, 1975

Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Department of Justice
Washington D.G. 20535

Sirs:

We recently contacted the San Francisco *31
office and a review of their files reveale :
information concerning the scientist Nikol;
or his papers which we understand to have Lzen
impounded.

If you could make a thorough investigation——"
of all files and materials available to you, we
would greatly appreciate the correspondence of
any information that might be discovered.

Thank you,

8
"‘cnva\.\.v«\wcxccg\saiig\“
‘.(")Qi\\%\&}\t.ué 3 W ;
Ay

oAtE L J00-3237- 264,
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July 7. 1975
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This will acknowledge your lettar of Jume Sth.
In response to your inquiry, the papers of
Dr. Mikola Tesla were impounded, after his dsath, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,

"R Kelley,
Clarence M. Kelley
Director
3 — Abk s P
T prty y
Aktontd & M Heuper—

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a

world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons.
Since Tesla's death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers.

The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inguiries.
Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters.
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13 November 1975

Mr. Clarence Kelley

gj:g??‘er ‘"_1 I"'F R"‘“‘I!Q.':' CONTAL1D
x Al oo e

Washington, D.C. 20535 : D gisuify cy
CATE_Z-3-80 By%f/f
Desr Mr. Kelley:

—
In reply to the letter of 10 November from your office:

I restate that I was not asking about the existenge or
. non-existence of any investigative information e

¢ _Tesls, but on his teehnical papers seized on his death
in 1943 ang reported in the papers of that time.

The reason given in the reply froem your offiece, the
second paragraph, as to Why I eannot get any inferm-
atlon on Tesla's P&pers makes ne sense in itself or
in reply to By lnquiry. The thikd Paragraph stating

As I stated in my first letter, I am following up the
Tesla data for a magazine artiele. I apm tempted to have
your reply of the 16th orinted and run nationally as

2n example of how bureaucratic manoceuring is used to

get around the FOTA, Does the bureau need more of this
type of publicity?

It 1s diah:artsning to see an agency entrusted to uphold
the law using 1ts resources to wock the law.
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This will acknowledge Teceipt of Your letter
to the Bureau on Roveaber ltth.a‘b

In response to your inquiry, the papers of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded. afine his death, by
the gffice of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice.

Sincerely yours,

C. M, Kelleg|
Clarence M. Kelley .
Director . ‘

1l = The Deputy Attorney General -

Enclosure
Attention: Susan M. Hauser

Since Tesla's death in 1943 the E
numerous inquiries about the
echnical papers, The above
D answer to these inquiries.
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! " Kensington, Md. 20795

17 October 1975

Freedom of Information Act Recuest

it
=
=
>

Deputy Attorney General
U.S. Depsrtment of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20535

Gentlemen:

I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth
century inventor; &nd want to obtain information on some
Ppapers of Nikolal 4 that were seized by the FBI on his

death in 4 7.

Tesla invented a number of elec¥rical devices and because

of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national,
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on
national security.

I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers;
2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them;
3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what

happened to them? o p
00-3237 - R
I would be very grateful for your help with this.

\’_".\JQ/':V o
le)o- RN
Sap o e
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November Ig,.1975

, _ SUEPIEORMATION CONTAINED
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b1C . gton, Maryland 20795 B e b 2

l This is to acknowledge receipt of your Preedom of
Infomtion‘Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI
by the Department of Justice on October Z22n8, o

In response to Your request for files pertaining
to Nikola Tesla, pPlease be advised that in order to preserve
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a
similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the PRI to maintain
the practice of not indicating whether we do or do not have
such information in our files.

0V 101975 ]
-FBI {

If you can provide notarized authorizaticn-from
Mr. Tesla's next of kin directing us to release to you any
information our files may contain concerning him, we shall
thereafter search our files and advise You accordingly.

i—'(\’-* Since we have not conducted a search of our files,
v

PAILED &

please do not infer that we do or do not have the information
You requested.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Kelley, Fo
Clarence M. Kelley

Director @

1l - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure
Attention: Susan M. Hauser

/tjf/vas (s)
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April 20, 1976

Mr. Clarence Kelly

Director
o - | CONTAINED
!‘I;a:hgngtan, ne K1 E:‘Fﬂn“hfﬁp‘r‘?}-gg}a

Ui

Dear Mr, Kelly:

Mr. Allen and Mr, Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding the unavailability of
American microfilm records of ola Tesla's unpublished diary
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder).

At the time T discounted the Possibility that these unpublished
discoveries had military significance, But because of experiments
now under way at Hi]] AFB, I now suspect such military
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified,
particularly in viey of the fact thar the Soviets have primary
daccess to the entire colleccion,

Two photos of each Page exist, Ve

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and 0SS performed
@ Cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my \D
memory serves me correctly, was ope month long, hardly enough

time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting, Though Tesla

wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as

difficult to translate as a foreign language.

According to the museum director (1971), the soviets had made
copies of some Portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary,

vwhich numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pPertain to ball

lightning, and 20 OF So relevant to the equipment construction. :
(We copied the most significant Portions, but feel more existg)z

- %, 5 é, REC-SZ/’/';%;‘ :_\‘r q )
Inhavebeen associat sHECh Broject, Tegla : fore ouT a3 7
' Just completed an article Tor my magazine, EDN (an elex:m-ica‘!.}2 :

engineering magazine), bur only with the Very recent Teceipg
of an unpublished manuseript from John J. 0'Neill's book

(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did 1 Place credence on Tesla's later cla}m (VI —

to military applications, Incidentally, some of O'Neill's * [AY ¢ ek
descl}!’pcions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exceeded ,___,_,,i,.gr,. .
Tes 1, sults and are familiar with the experiments. At any L

rate, pHere are three possible military applications.

e - a4
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First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed

his equipment) could be used to des craft, I have ,1(:-
talked to AF personnel --such as ngineer- at b h
Micro Networks, who saw one inside in flight--and :
found AF personnel fear these "rf balls," as they call them.

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if f
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. ’

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--the propulsion
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction,

by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may
be constructed. There are mo presently-known laws of physics
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may
exist,

None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla,

which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and

studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion

reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing

waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous

and involved techniques similar to Project Sanggjne, that

is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguidghis b—T C.

aware of our research). f

b

P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures,
I am notifying the C.T.A.

Enclesures: 2
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Fusion energy: will experiments

in bali thmng provide the key?

Paul Snigier, Associale [ditor

In the vast and empty hangar
where the first atomic bomb was
assembled, a man-made light-
ning storm is now being un-
leashed. The voltages of hese
lightning bolts—20 million
volts—are the highest discharge
voliages ever produced by man.

Project Tpsla, headed by
Robert K. Golka and Dr. Robert
W. Bass, is an allempt to
artificially duplicate one of
nature’s rarest and mos! terrify-
ing phenomena—ball lightning.
The experiments are based upon
the unpublished notes of Nikola
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his
Colorado Springs laboralory,
used a secrel magnilving irans-
mitter o produce 1.5-in, light-
ning bulls that floated for 30 sec,

The encrgy surplus

Many physicists, including the
ceminent Dr. James Tuck, lound-
er of the U.S. fusion program,
believe that the lighining ball
holds the hey to a fantastic.

cheap and endless energy
source—fusion power, or the
encrgy source used by the stars
and sun. The fuel is deuterium,
or hcavy water, thal can be
inexpensively extracted from
‘ocean water to provide mankind

L

Highest voltage continuously oscillating
damped-wave lighining generalor tever
produced by mankind) creates a
current of T100A at 12.5 MV! Subsequent
improvements raised this 1o a peak
cufrent of 22007 at 20 MV, Turther
improvements (ould conceivably pro-
duce bolls that exceed natural lightning
(R0 M)
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with millio sal e
* Unfortunately, prog. -
fusion rescarch, which has
centered on mapnetic confine-
ment and laser implosions, has
been frustratingly slow and full
of unpleasant surprises; and
scientists warn that success
could be as far off as four
decades! But if these promising
experiments under way 2t Wen-
dover, UT, arc successiun,  .ow

-nexpected confinement
technique _ could unleash this
energy source.

y.

in

In search of nature’s secrets...

Ball lightning. a glowing
sphere of red, arange or vellaw
plasma, often matcrializes dur-
ing lightning storms and floats
about, often against a strong
wind. The ball may bounce
along the floor and, on occa-
sion, the sphere will “sli
through glass without breaking
it. (The author recenily investi-
gated one such case in a
hospital, in which the lights
were damaged.) Al times it
materializes inside or even
outside aircraft in flight, seem-
ingly impervious to deformation
from the wind force.

Witnesses of ball lightnir

have included such notables as”

Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss-
kopf. the Dircctor of the MIT
Physics Department. Another
witness was Secretary of Staie
Dean Acheson, who reported
seeing it cross the breakfast
table aboard the presidential
plane.

The accidental formation of
ball lightning has been abserved
about once per year for the past
decade inside building 985 at Hill
AF Missilc Radiographic Facility,
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs
drop out of the space adjacent to
the high vollage supply of the 25
Mev linear accelerator,

The ball of blue fire floats
‘down to the floor, rolls around
randomly and then rises again 10
the power-supply area where it
dissipates without detectable
damage. Despite troubleshoot-
ing, no explanation can be
feund for this occurrence.

On one occasion, lightning
struck the building—a large
cancrete structure with a 60-it.
ceiling inside—and, simuitane-
ously, an intense sphere of fire
the size of a tennis ball formed
above the conduit on the wall at

arly shoulder level. It movedd
aiong the wall for a distance
some 30 ft., floated out anci
around the neck and shoulders
of a person standing ncar the
wall, moved back to the wall and
continued along for several feet
until -it intercepted a duples
outlet on the conduit. At this the
ball exploded, causing elec-
trical damage throughout. ’

A new state of matter?

No presently known laws of
physics can account for the
stability and bouncing of fire-
balis unlcss it ingludes surface
tension. This hitherto  unob-
served state of matter is a new
concept, since plasmas have
never previously exhibited such
strong surface tension. Also,
presently known laws cannot
account for the propulsion.

Project Tesla has developed a
rigorous mathematical model of
the lightning ball’s absolute,
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta-
bility. Initial computer studies
indicated a density range of
10"-10" em™, with a tempera-
© 010" vK—or
hotic. .. .e

seven times

sun! O
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Whon Tosh was telking as a sciontist Ho “Was'opBosed i de i Lo
wars on moral, cconomlc and all practical and theorctical grounds,
But, like most scientists, when hoe stopped thinking as a scientist
and let his emotlons rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in .u
which he felt somo wars end situatfions were justiffiable. As a = c'oimg,lwt
sclentist he was unwilling to have the discoveries of scientistsg i hiphe o~
applicd to the pruposcs of ver makers, but vhen.the emctional phase ov~
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willirg to apply s ermme’
nis geniusto devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying-,./
protective devices. . the-o veas e

Cowmpilivn ."_,"

duicont

“lLrie

This attitude is exemplified in the following statement i <
vhich he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: . oaffer all,

"At present meny of the ablest minds are trying to devise '
expedients for preventing a rcpetition of the ewful conflict which is
only thooretlically ended.- and the duration and main issues of which I
correctly predicted in en article printed in the Sun of December 20,
1914. The League is not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion
of & number of competent men, may bring about results, Just the oppo-
site. It 1s particularly regretteblc that a punitive policy was
adoptod in framing the terms of peaco becsuse a few years hence it
will be possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or gans,
by wespons far more terrible, to the destructive action end rango of
which there is virtuszlly no limit. 4Any ¢ity at any distance vhotso-
ever from the onemy can be destroyed by hiit end no power on earth can
stop him Ifrom doing so. If we want to avert on imp ing cclonity end
o stato of thinga which may transorm this gloce *nto en inferno, wc
should push the cdevelopuent o flying machines and wirelcss transmission
of. energy without an instant’s delay and with all the power and re—
gources of the nation." :

© Tesla saw proventative possibilities in his new invention
which cmbodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several
years after the Toregoing statement was written. He saw it-providing
a' curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, could
uso as a protection against invasion. While he might offer it as a
defensive ‘weapon,: however, there would be nothing to stop military
mon from using it as a weapon of offense. :
While I did not know the nature of Tesla's plan I was con-
vinced that it did embody meny discoveries that would be of &ozmer-
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. I
folt thet if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his
work that would have immediate commerciml use he could derive an in-
coze from it which would enable him .to. proceed with his more elaccrate
plans. To this end I sought to pain gsome insight into his thoughts,
that would ensble me to get a practical plan in operation. Tile waa
no sccret :to Tesls end he successfully parried every thrust I made.

Tho cleurest conception I got, and that was lavgoly from
scattercd remarks, and by making deductions frowm thef:, concerned a
possiblo manner in vhich cono phase of his surtain of protection
might operate. Thils was a "wer' angls emd ag such 4t/dld not intercat

AOQ 2B o



' mo, but since 1t inv~Tved "1ightning balls,™ or "firc balls," 1 wus
/ very curious. Fii . .1ls had always faascina . 20, and I had rcad
‘overything I coulc ay my hands on about the

A five ball is a strange phonomenon assoclated with light-
xning. ©Somo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to becoms
locked into a bsll shaped structurc vwhich may be of any size from a
couple of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a perfect
sphere, brightly incandescent and floats like & bubble, being oesily
carricd by air currcnts. They may last for a short tice, from a
fraction of a’second to meny seconds. In this interval, during
vhich thoy stay fairly close to the ground, thney nay come close to
many objects without demaging them or being damaged by them. Sud-
denly, for no knosn reason, the ball explodes doing as much demage
ay a bomb, if-close to structures, and no demage if in the open.

* The firc ball looked to mc like a gigantically enlarged
model of the tiny electron, one .of the building dblocks of mntter,
vhich acts as if it were just a epherical srca of space in vhich en
amount of encrgy was crystallized to give it structure. I felt that
if it were- possible to discover -how-atlarge amount.of energy wes ° 3
stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire bsll a new insight
might be geined into the structure of the electron and other funda-
mental particles of matter. #Also this method’ of storing ener[,y
.could be applied to a thousand uacful purposes.

Yhen I approached Tesla with plcas alonﬂ this lnne to de-
velop this possible phase of his discnvc;y he would evade direct ro-
ply by indulging in a, not always, tolecrant lecture on my gullability
in belicving theorics about the complex siructurc of the ztom. WUailc
. he h2d in cqu‘ar veers discussed somz of his experiraces with fire
balls in his 1abarstory at Colorado Springs and explzined uis theory
of their formation, he would not in the later years permit himselfl
to be drawn into o discussion of them as a possible part of his sys-~
tem. This, of course, mede me suspicious tkhat the elue was "hot" but
I could bo c¢ompletcly wrong in my cvncluvlons. Tecla was very quick
in detecting my technlquﬁ rhen I =sought to parrow down a field by
“trying to get him to deny statements when. he was nuamant to direct
questions. ;

= Tesla became familiar'with the destructive characteristics
of fire balls in his experiments at Cnloradc Springa in 1899. Fe
produced them quite by accident arpd saw them, more than once, explode
and shatter his tall mast and also decstroy apparatus within his
laboratory. The destructive action accom panyling the disintegration
of a fire ball, he declared, takea place with inccnceivnhol violence.

‘Be studicd the process by which- they were produced, not
because he wanted to producé them but in orcer to eliminate the con-
ditions in which they were created. It is not pleasant, he relatod,
to have a fire ball explcde in your viclnity for they will dcstch
enything they como in contact with.

-

It %ill be nccessery to'reconstruct his statcments rrom
very fragsentary notcs and a long distunce Liemory.



fparasit=oscillati 5, or circuits, within t+ wmaln cir-
cult worw a sourcc " uanger from this.causc. Eeants of roesistance
4n tho main circuit could result ineinor os. .lating circults be-
tween terminals or between two points.ol resistance and these minor
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than
the main circult and could be set into oscillation by the moin cur-
rent of lower frequencye. .

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted
for the greatest efficlency of operation by the dimination of all
sourcces of losses the fire balls continued %0 occur but these wvere
dus to stray high froequency charges from random earth currents.

Yprom.these experiences 1t became apparent that the fire
balls resulted from tho interaction of two froquencies, a stray
higher frequency viave imposcd on the lover frequency free oscilla-
tion of the main circuits i

fag the free oscillation of the circuit bullds up from

the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through
various rates of changc. . In a currcnt of shorter wavelength the
rates of change vwill be stecper. When the two currents react on
each other the resultant complex will contain a wave in which there
is on extremely stcep rate of change, and for the briefest instant
currents may move ot a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of
horsepcwer. s

"This condition acts as a trigger which may causo the totel
energy of thejowerful longer wave to be discherged in an infinites-
melly small ‘interval of time and at a proportionately tremendously
great rate of energy mevement which cannot confine itself to. the
meta> circnit and is released into surrounding space with incon-
ceivaple viclence.' * -

It 4s but a step, from learning how a high frequency cur-

rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using

the principle to design a system in which these explosions can be
produced by intent. The following process appears a possible one

but no eviaence is avallable that it is the ono Yesla evolved:

An oscillator, such as he used to scnd power wirclessly around the )
certh at Colorado Springs, is déet in operation at a frequency to vhich
a given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would
provide a great number of spots im which electrical oscillations will
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the
. ship as a whole. Tnesc pars=siste_currents will react on the main
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their explosions
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of the
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be:used
to transmlt the shorter wavelength current. !

: Somevwhat later I learned the reeson for Tesla's reticence
to discuss detalls. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re-
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain.

Tesla revealed that ho had carried on negotiations with
Primo Minister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray eystem to Great
Britain for $30,000,000 on the basis of his prosentation that the
device would provide complete protection for tho British Islos
against any encmy approaching by sca or air, and would provide an



4 Ge 4 WO3 cONnviliced,
Fo decMrcd, of tI . .ncerity of Mr. Chamber” 1 and his intont to
adopt-the devico ¢ 1t would have prevented ~ outbrealk of the
thém threotening w. , and would have made pos. .ole the continuation-
under tho duress which this weapon would make possible. - of the
‘working agreement involving France, Germany end Britain to maintain
the status quo in Lurope. whon Chamberlin falled, at the Munich
conterence, to retain this state of European equillbrium it was
nocessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister
vho could make the effort to shift one corner of the trisngle from
Germany to Russim. Baldwin found no virt ¢ in Tesla's plan and
procmptorially ended the negotiations.

. cifensivc woeapon Lo

Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse of hia ne-
gotiations with the British Government. %ith 1t there collapsed his
hopes of providing a cemonstraticn of hils most recent, and, what he
considored, his most important discoveries. He did not, howover,
dwoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not men-
tion the metter again. He did not. get another chance to financo the
demonstration of thece discoveries. -

During the period in 'which the negotiationa werc being
carricd on, Tesla declared, efforts had been made to Steal the in-
wvontion., His room had been enterecd and his papers exemined but the
thioves, or spies, left empty banded. There no danger, he said,
that his invention could.be stolen for he had =t no.time comitted
any part of it to papcr. He could trust his mozory to preserve cvery
fine Getail of his investigations: This“was true, he sald, of all
of his later major discoveries.

The nature of his system r~kes little diffcrence now; he
bas gone and bas taken it witn him. Perhaps, 1f there is any com-—
munication from beyond the weil that separates tnis life from vhat-
ever exists hereafter, Tesla mey look down upon earth's struggling
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concérning vhat hec
‘accomplished; but, if the situation is such thet thils cannot take
plece, then we must awalt until the human race produces another
Teslae. )

‘ ) l 000
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Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with

enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to

furnish us this information, and your interest and
courtiesy are indeed appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

MAILED &

g €. M, Kelley
APR 301975 " Clarence M. Relley

FBl 5= Director L —r = b—‘l Q _

NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence wim- o
last outgoing §-27-73, in reply to his request concernin X
papers of Dr. Nikola Peslas Dr. Tesla was a world-£famous
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943,
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous
to ihe country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands.
‘;““-A"‘:‘;‘—‘l‘he book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. 0'Neill, alleged that

5 ™ the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his

f Alien Property of

Bufile 100-2237-23.

I
=

Dap. 4D fov. L
Lo property. Bufiles jndicated the Office o

—the Department of Justice did so.
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AVBlrited Diates Denate

To ensure proper handling plecase return all
correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF :

Pat

Respectfully referred to:

FBI

¥,

Pleasc respord to the attached inquiry in

guplicate anc return the enclosure.

you for yoar coopcration.

Thank

Assoc. Dir, __
Dep. AD Adm, _
Dep. AD Inv, __{

Asst. Dir.;
Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affaics\¥__|

Fin. & Pers. _
Gen. Iny.

ldenr, _ |

Iotell. ____

{ Inspection [
Loboratory

Legal Coun,
Plan. & Eval, _|
Rec. Mgn, _
Spec. Inv.

Truininq
Telephone Rm. __
Director Secy

Foi/oo;
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